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THE MAKING OF ORPHANS 

 A cruel system that manufactured Orphans 

of Ugandan Children 

  

he atrocities in Uganda started over  

twenty(20) years ago with Joseph 

Kony who formed the Lord’s 

Resistance Army 

(LRA) in 1987. 

The LRA is a 

rebel self-

proclaimed 

Christian guerrilla 

army operating 

mainly in 

northern Uganda 

and parts of 

Sudan. This group 

is engaged in an 

armed rebellion 

against the 

Ugandan 

government in what became one of Africa’s 

longest running conflicts. 

Joseph Kony proclaims himself the 

spokesperson of God and a spirit medium 

primarily of the Holy Spirit whom the Acholi 

believe can represent itself in many 

manifestations. The group claims to be 

establishing a theocratic state based on the 

Ten Commandments and Acholi tradition. 

The LRA is accused of widespread human 

rights violations, including murder, 

mutilation, sexual enslavements of women 

and children and forcing children to 

participate in hostilities. 

The atrocities increased in 2002, and a 

Ugandan peace effort, spearheaded by the 

Acholi Religious Leaders Peace Initiative 

(ARLPI), had not broken through the parties' 

desire for a military solution. 

n March 2002, Uganda's army, the 

Ugandan People's Defence Force (UPDF), 

launched Operation Iron Fist, a military 

campaign intended to wipe out the LRA by 

attacking its southern Sudanese sanctuaries. 

Instead the conflict inside northern Uganda 

intensified. The LRA-which draws its 

recruits, mostly abducted children, from the 

Acholi population of northern Uganda-

evaded the UPDF in Sudan and moved back 

into Uganda in June 2002 where it has 

stepped up its abduction, killing, looting, and 

destruction aimed at civilians and their 

property.  

The UPDF responded with massive forced 

displacement and increased arrests. The 

victimized northern population became more 

alienated from both sides, and less hopeful 

about the future, than ever before. 

Since June 2002, the LRA has abducted 

approximately 8,400 children, resumed its 

despicable practice of mutilating people it 
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believes to be 

affiliated with 

the 

government, 

and targeted 

religious 

leaders, aid 

providers, and 

other civilians. 

It has 

expanded the 

war's reach 

beyond 

northern 

Uganda into the Soroti area of eastern 

Uganda.  

he orphan crisis in Uganda today 

is a by-product of a system that 

evolved to create orphans. There were three 

main factors that contributed to this wide 

scale devastation of human life and human 

future in Uganda: 

he abduction of children by the 

LRA is one of the main and most violent 

systems that created many orphans in 

Northern Uganda.  

These children were initiated into the 

LRA army by a very gruelling process 

and any attempt to escape would lead to 

certain death. Many of these children 

were killed but a great number of those 

who escaped or who returned were never 

reunited to their families. They were left 

on their own, fostered, returned to 

households with adults that were 

incapacitated or otherwise they were left 

alone to fend for their younger siblings... 

orphans.  

he second incubator for orphans in 

northern Uganda is the government 

army, the Ugandan People's Defence 

Force (UPDF). The action by this army 

aimed at destroying potential sanctuaries 

for the LRA has been a disastrous failure 

that has contributed to the orphan crisis 

in Northern Uganda.  The UPDF 

destroyed and burnt civilian homes and 

rounded the residents into protected 

camps. A number of children were 

separated from their families in these 

mass round-up of civilians. In addition of 

the children who escaped from the LRA 

and returned home returned to a family 

that had disappeared, to a house that was 

burnt down, to a village that no longer 

existed- demolished by the UPDF.  Many 

wonder about their future. Sixteen-year-

old John, a former LRA child soldier 

abductee made an orphan by the LRA, 

said, "What disappoints me most is the 

future. Some seem to have things to do 

here, and a place to go, but for me, the 

future is blank. . . ." Today many of these 

children still lives on the street, forced to 

fend for themselves... orphans.    

he third and a very significant 

factor that created the present orphan 

crisis in Northern Uganda is the Aids 

epidemic which is very high in that 

region. Whereas beating, torture, and 

maltreatment are the experiences for 

most people abducted by the LRA, rape 

and forced sexual slavery is inflicted on 

women and girls. Many of these women 

contacted HIV/Aids from these 

relationships. It is estimated nearly half 

the country’s orphans has lost one or 

both parents to the AIDS pandemic. 

Many of these children are themselves 

living with Aids. 

 

 

Read the Testimonies of Terror. 

provided and hear the agonizing but true 

testimonies of some of those who have 

experienced the atrocities mention.
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INTERVENTIONINTERVENTIONINTERVENTIONINTERVENTION    
THE STORY OF PASTOR PAULINE ONOJOBI 

 

orn in Northern Uganda, in the town 

of Gulu, Pastor Pauline Onojobi, of 

Southfields London has escaped the 

blunt of the conflict and suffering by her 

sojourn in England by the conflict has not 

escaped her, in fact this conflict has hit close 

to home. In October 1996 her niece Angella 

Atim was kidnapped and taken captive by 

the LRA at the age of thirteen(13) years. The 

story of Angella is a painful imprint of the 

testimonies of terror recorded here.   

In August 2004 

Angella escaped 

from the clutches 

of the LRA with 

two children under 

5 years of age both 

born in the bush 

whose parents 

were captured 

similarly by the 

LRA and who 

both were killed in 

captivity. The older child witnessed the 

heartless murder of her parents and did not 

speak for a year due to the horrifying 

experience. 

rowing up as a child in Uganda, pastor 

Onojobi developed a heart of care for 

the poor and indigent from parents who 

cared for and fostered children constantly. 

The passion and love of this family is such 

that Catherine, the niece of pastor Onojobi 

currently fosters thirty seven (37) children in 

her two bedroom complex there in Gulu, 

Northern Uganda. Most of these children are 

orphans who have escaped from LRA 

captivity and a few of them are even 

confirmed to be living with HIV/AIDS. 

Other sisters and brothers of Pastor Onojobi 

also have a number of children in their foster 

care. Such is the love of this family that 

when Angella her niece escaped from LRA 

captivity in 2004,  she took with her two 

younger children, children coming home but 

had no parents to go to for they too were 

orphans.    

astor Onojobi is currently the pastor of 

Southfields Christian Fellowship for 

over ten years. The Southfields church is a 

member of the Elim Pentecostal church with 

a number of associated churches in London 

and Europe.  The Elim Pentecostal church 

network is affiliated to London City Church, 

pastored by Pastor Colin Dye who is credited 

for his work in establishing this vibrant body 

of churches. 

A graduate of the International Bible 

Institute of London (IBIOL) founded and 

directed by Senior Minister, Rev. Colin Dye 

and which is also affiliated to the Elim 

group, Pastor Onojobi has seen the hand of 

the Lord in establishing this multicultural 

church. Pastor Onojobi has spoken into the 

lives of many individuals who have passed 

through this fellowship many of whom have 

left to their various countries with accurate 

prophetic words ministered by this woman of 
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God. Dr. Milton Maye testifies of the 

prophetic word that he and his wife received 

from Pastor Onojobi in 1998 which has 

played out over the years like a pre-recorded 

action story and has brought them the 

confidence to engage in the work of the 

People’s Proverbs Worship and Devotional, 

Study Bible. It was with great 

r

espect that Dr. Maye shared this testimony 

with the members of the Southfields church 

as he broke the word at this church recently.  

 A visit to Uganda in early 2008 has 

served to reignite and fuel the passionate fire 

within this Pastor that burns for the many 

orphans and vulnerable children in her 

community and as other member of her 

family have done constantly, she has 

initiated project Gulu Child directed at the 

salvation and restoration of hope for the 

indigent children of this nation.  

The project was initiated to build upon the 

current efforts of her niece Catherine who 

currently fosters thirty seven children. 

n Pastor Onojobi’s own words, “The good 

news is that 

there are many 

charities 

already in 

Gulu with 

international 

food programs 

and with seed 
for the people to start planting crops. They 

are doing their best for the orphans and the 

very poor living in Gulu town but this seems 

not enough because the needs are so 

staggering and they are concentrated around 

Gulu town only. There are so much more 

needs.” 

She recalls a visit to Layibi Techo Primary 

School, where the Head Teacher, Mr. Albert 

Ocaya showed her twenty orphans who were 

in dire need and who he had allowed in 

overcrowded classrooms to give them an 

opportunity. He also gave her a list of a 

number of others.  

A visit to homes, places of abode and an 

assessment of the living conditions of many 

of these children confirmed the passion in 

her heart and the call to respond. 

The government has turned a blind eye to the 

orphan problem in Northern Uganda because 

in their words the orphans are too many. 

t is the VISION of Pastor Onojobi to 

impact and change this situation in the 

following ways: 

a. To build and expand project Gulu 

Child to simultaneously impact One 

Thousand (1,000) Orphans and 

indigent in Northern Uganda. 

b. To acquire and develop land and 

property adequate to build housing 

for Two Hundred (200) children with 

adequate development and 

recreational facilities to further 

impact an additional Eight Hundred 

(800) children. 

c. To operate a school for the education 

and development of orphans.  

d.  To initiate and operate rehabilitation 

and skills training projects for 

younger and older children. 

e.  To implement a disciplined Christian 

program and chapel activities 

directed at the spiritual regeneration 

of every beneficiary of the Gulu 

Child project and the wider 

community. 
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ATTACKS AND CONFIRMATIONATTACKS AND CONFIRMATIONATTACKS AND CONFIRMATIONATTACKS AND CONFIRMATION    

Pastor Onojobi’s 

Unnatural Spiritual Attacks in Gulu 

   

A Sinister Fist TripA Sinister Fist TripA Sinister Fist TripA Sinister Fist Trip    
rom the moment Pastor Onojobi set her 

heart to visit the town of Gulu and to 

help the orphans she has encountered 

unimaginable spiritual opposition assigned 

from the very depths of darkness which have 

only served to strengthen her resolve and to 

confirm the call of God for her assignment. 

As you read this testimony it will 

become apparent to you that the 

devil considers her a potent threat 

to his efforts to destroy the youths 

of Gulu. 
t all began on her trip back to Gulu 

in March 2008. As Pastor Onojobi attempted 

to drive to this township 

she heard an audible 

voice that said, “You 

will not get to Gulu!” 

Immediately the car she 

was driving spun over 

and began to roll. She 

cried out, “Jesus help 

me!” The car then came 

to a complete stop on its 

top at a tree. She then felt as if it were the 

hand of an angel holding the car and setting 

the car on its wheels again. Pastor Onojobi 

asserts that she knew it was an angel, she 

was certain of the presence. After this she 

was pulled through a window by passers-by. 

She miraculously escaped with cuts and 

bruises but the car was completely destroyed. 

At that very moment the sky darkened with 

an abnormally dense darkness and there was 

a terrible rain storm. She was later rescued 

by a trailer and transported to GULU. 

When Pastor Onojobi arrived in Gulu she 

saw in a vision a serpent came out of 

nowhere and hung onto her throat. She took 

her hand and ripped it away and flung it from 

herself but a voice spoke 

to her legible, “You will 

never preach again!” From 

that day her vocal cord 

collapsed and she has 

since been hoarse. To this 

day she is barely able to 

speak for any duration and 

when she does she does so laboriously.   

This incredible pastor has received and 

believed word of God for her complete 

recovery but she continues to pastor in 

Southfields. Her voice may have faded but 

the passion in her heart for the orphans in 

Gulu, Uganda has grown stronger and 

stronger and she sleeps and wakes daily with 

this massive call to action resting heavily in 

her spirit. 

Violent Spiritual OppositionViolent Spiritual OppositionViolent Spiritual OppositionViolent Spiritual Opposition    
he second trip to Gulu for Pastor 

Onojobi was similarly eventful with 

perhaps more sinister drama.  

The drama began from the moment she 

entered the car to drive to Gulu. She placed 

the car in drive and stepped on the gas and 

the car instead backed up into another 

vehicle. She did this two more times with the 

same results. She then invited two other 

drivers to check it out and on both occasions 

the car reversed or went sideways into other 

vehicles. 

She received a change of car but her family 

begged her not to go to Gulu. They all 

recognized that this was no natural 

opposition she was up against. She insisted 

and a number of family members set out 

with her on this eventful trip.  

As they journeyed along in this replacement 

vehicle, driving at high speed to reach before 

dark one of the front wheels of the car flew 
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off and the car began spinning in the road. 

The car ended up in a tree and stopped after 

they cried to God for help. They all escaped 

unhurt, once more protected by God. 

On that particular day, they continued to 

Gulu in the badly wrecked car with a spare 

tyre that they had. As they journeyed they 

encountered what could be considered the 

greatest nightmare of travellers in Northern 

Uganda; a road block manned by LRA 

guerrillas with high powered weapons. They 

had no where to turn and there was no 

retreat. They had to stop. 

One of the guerrillas came over to them and 

requested the car. Pastor Onojobi recalls that 

she remained prayerfully 

silent while her brother 

engaged them in 

conversation. He pointed out 

to them that the car was 

badly damaged and only just 

driving. In fact the car was 

too damaged to be of use to 

them. After some convincing 

and once more by the 

guiding and protective hand 

of Almighty God, they 

allowed them to proceed 

unharmed. 

 The amazing story 

continues. By the time they were let through 

it was pitch dark without any light. There 

was no street light on those streets. To their 

amazement a light appeared up ahead that 

guided them until they reached the town and 

then it disappeared.  

They came to Gulu to find a very concerned 

and anxious niece waiting patiently for them. 

She informed them that she was trying to get 

them by phone for some time now telling 

them not to come today, it was too 

dangerous. She explained that two cars were 

stolen from travellers earlier that day on that 

same road and the owners killed. 

This woman of God testifies that every 

subsequent trip to Gulu is preceded by deep 

prayer and fasting.  
his particular trip however had its own amazing 

praise report that confirmed her call to Gulu and 

explained the level of spiritual opposition she faced 

on her missions. 

n this trip Pastor Onojobi called the 

villagers together to speak to them, 

encourage them and witness to them about 

Christ. Many came from near and far; a 

hopeless society clinging to the promise of 

hope. As she spoke to this eager and 

receptive group she saw a light enter the 

room and she knew it was the healing 

presence of the living God. She stopped her 

discourse and told the people congregated, 

“The Spirit of the Lord is 

here to heal you; receive 

your healing!” 

She then invited those who 

were healed to come forward 

and testify. To her 

amazement it appeared 

everyone had a testimony. 

Noticeably however, one 

particular lady pushed 

through the crowd and 

insisted she must share her 

testimony. 

Tears flowed as she 

recounted her story. She was 
afflicted by a disease for some months now and 

her condition constantly grew worse. She was 

bed ridden and could hardly walk. Just the night 

before her husband in frustration said to her, “I 

am fed up of your sickness.” He then told her the 

story of a man whose wife had a similar 

condition. One night the man put a pillow to her 

head and stifled her then called the community in 

the morning saying, “Come help, my wife is 

dead!” He then threatened her that if she did not 

recover by tomorrow she would end up like that 

unfortunate woman. 

When she heard of this gathering she knew she 

had to come. The distance was great but she 

literally crawled all the way to make it. When 

Pastor Onojobi spoke the word of healing she 
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